
 

 

January 3, 2025 

CFHLA Thanks Our Back of the House Sponsors 

 

 

  
 

CFHLA Wishes You a Happy New Year! 

On behalf of the Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association, we would like to wish all 
of our members, hospitality workers, community partners and their families a Happy, 
Healthy and Prosperous New Year! 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e59a91df9ffb4bb297fb607efdf11372
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d5e77929760142788cba8939da10bac4


We are looking forward to an exciting 2025, as we continue our mission of setting the 
standard of excellence through advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition and 
service. 

 

 

  
 

Submit Your Golden Pineapple Awards Nominations 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c67bd95410b74fe49806d1296c6ebcef


 

 

Nominations are now open for the annual Golden Pineapple Awards, that is scheduled 
for Thursday, February 27, 2025, at the Orlando World Center Marriott. 
 
This signature reception and dinner program invites CFHLA Member Properties to 
nominate deserving Front Line / Hourly / Non-Supervisory / Non-Management 
employees to be recognized for their exceptional dedication and success. Please 
consider nominating your deserving employees for these prestigious awards. 

  

As a reminder, we will once again host a separate Distinguished Leaders in Hospitality 
Awards reception (for Outstanding Managers and Supervisors) in the fall 2025. 

  

The deadline to submit your nominations is Thursday, January 16, 2025.  Nominations 
will only be accepted through online submission. CLICK HERE to view the form and 
submit your nominations today.  
 
If you have any questions about the Golden Pineapple Awards nominations process 
and/or the event, please contact CFHLA Senior Director of Events, Kim Gordon, 
at kim.gordon@cfhla.org or 407-313-5040.  

  
 

Get Ready to Bid in Our New Year's Flash Sale Auction! 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/2c6629b30ad649aea4aaf9018d3457cf
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/0f13e19463054a109fdd4800e9ab9a59
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f2a43209dd27417492241b729cbd1434
mailto:kim.gordon@cfhla.org
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/2c6629b30ad649aea4aaf9018d3457cf


Get ready to bid in the CFHLA New Years Flash Sale Auction that will begin next 
Monday, January 6th and end on Tuesday, January 7th. All items will be discounted up 
to 70% for this 48-hour special online auction, sponsored by Greater Florida 
Electrical Contractors. You could get a few great deals on luxury hotel stays, Central 
Florida attractions, and much more! Start off the New Year with big discounts on some 
auction great items! CLICK HERE for more details.  

 

 

  
 

Partners in Action - Hyatt Regency Orlando Volunteers Take Part in Two Toy Drives 

CFHLA thanks our Partners in Action at Hyatt Regency Orlando for participating in two 
separate toy drives just before Christmas. The Hyatt Regency team dropped off 
backpacks and toys to their Adopt-A-School partners at Rosemont Elementary 
School. The new items will help replenish the student rewards inventory to start the new 
year.  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a00bc01552a64934a29e627ad9fae503
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a00bc01552a64934a29e627ad9fae503
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7b1f3cfe449f48189524c673f8f1b4eb
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3702ef7b7474432c9557b23bc8ff7c5c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ffea4751f8544f399908407d4590fe6c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ffea4751f8544f399908407d4590fe6c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7b1f3cfe449f48189524c673f8f1b4eb


 

 

Hyatt Regency Orlando also volunteered to donate gifts to the annual toy drive 
of Orange County Commissioner Mike Scott, District 6. The team dropped off large, 
holiday bags loaded with children's toys. These generous donations helped make 
Christmas special for local families who needed some help during this holiday season.  

  

CFHLA Thanks all of our Adopt-A-School partners and volunteers who made time to 
improve children's lives in 2024, and we look forward to another great year ahead! 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ecd7b8e3bfc641b8b4548345432de2cf
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b


 

 

  
 

Partners in Action - Hotel Landy Volunteers Teach Students at Sally Ride Elementary 

A big thank you to our Partners in Action from Hotel Landy for taking part in a Teach-In 
at Sally Ride Elementary School in Orange County. 

  

Volunteer Schaevon Miller and her colleagues rolled up their sleeves and marked up the 
chalk boards, as they taught students about careers in the hospitality and tourism 
industry as part of the Adopt-A-School Program. The teachers for a day talked about 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9a5fd1265a2f4882818af5aeb4726a8d
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c40974a4fab546fdbb9554572c7b7e16
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ecd7b8e3bfc641b8b4548345432de2cf


why they love their jobs and answered students' questions about careers they are 
considering.  

  

CFHLA looks forward to another strong year in 2025 partnering with Orange, Osceola 
and Seminole Counties for the Adopt-A-School Program. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

  
 

Partners in Action - Courtyard Orlando Airport Team Works Career Day at Whispering 
Oak Elementary 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c91dda338b46453facf045751a40c219


 

 

Volunteers from Courtyard Orlando Airport wrapped up 2024 by investing in the 
students at Whispering Oak Elementary School. General Manager Scott Disson and 
several members of his team took part in the school's most recent Career Day as part of 
the Adopt-A-School Program. 

  

The team also volunteered to sponsor the teacher's lounge at Whispering Oak 
throughout the month of December. That support powered teachers through the last 
weeks of school before the holiday break!  

  

CFHLA thanks all of our partners who make time to invest in Central Florida students 
through our various career development programs. 

  
 

Save the Date for the Polaris Star Awards 

Please save the date for the 15th annual Polaris Star Awards that will be held on Friday, 
January 24, 2025. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e6948562e45e49749f1651ffe3b258bd
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/77cb797017df4956b14fb5b52c53e333
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/bb2efa8d11bb4c4f9c3181889fcd23dc
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b8cecc13c36f47e8a40ce18827f15b9b


  

This year's awards ceremony will be hosted at the UCF Rosen College of Hospitality 
Management, in the Darden Auditorium. Additionally, the reception will be held in the 
beautiful Rosen College Courtyard and the Disney Dining Room. 

  

Date: Friday, January 24, 2025 

Location: UCF Rosen College of Hospitality Management 

Address: 9907 Universal Blvd., Orlando, FL 32819 

Polaris Star Awards: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in the Darden Auditorium, Room 101 

Reception: 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. in the Rosen College Courtyard 

  

CLICK HERE for more information. 

 

 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/710f61f49dd94bd68dcd99cd6de681f5
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/710f61f49dd94bd68dcd99cd6de681f5
https://www.google.com/maps/search/9907+Universal+Blvd.,+Orlando,+FL+32819?entry=gmail&source=g
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4b8482c497e24ff88cc487427ac7d8a4
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4b8482c497e24ff88cc487427ac7d8a4


  
 

Blood Drive Today at Wyndham Orlando Resort 

Here is a chance to give the gift of life to start out the new year. The Wyndham Orlando 
Resort & Conference Center Celebration Area is hosting a blood drive today from 
12:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. All donors will receive a $20 eGift Card, long sleeved donor T-
shirt and a wellness checkup. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dfb1bb04619f478b88a0c605e5f8c3f5
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dfb1bb04619f478b88a0c605e5f8c3f5


 

 

  
 

Congratulations to Our Partners on Bringing Three Exciting College Football Bowl 
Games to Orlando 

CFHLA congratulates Florida Citrus Sports and our other partners, who brought three 
exciting college football bowl games to downtown Orlando last week. The bowl games 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5a365d7baf6549dd9ac5dc7dd9ce1cea
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/85163138822c488b8a5abb091b5c2f88


attracted thousands of visitors to Central Florida and gave a huge economic boost over 
the holidays, especially to many of Central Florida's local small businesses. 

  

The first bowl game at Camping World Stadium, featured the CUSA Champion 
Jacksonville State Gamecocks and Mid-American Conference Champion Ohio Bobcats 
in the 2024 StaffDNA Cure Bowl. The Bobcats prevailed 30 - 27. 

  

Then, #18 Iowa State Cyclones defeated the #13 Miami Hurricanes 42 - 41 in a classic 
matchup of the 2024 Pop-Tarts Bowl held at Camping World Stadium. 

 

 

Lastly, the #15 South Carolina Gamecocks and #20 Illinois Fighting Illini squared off in 
the 2024 Cheez-It Citrus Bowl at Camping World Stadium.  Illinois won this close 
contest 21 - 17. The annual matchup has featured top SEC and Big Ten teams since 
1993.  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66d07834a0544edb9a690ba9399b8b1a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1dc442bdf769413ebf9550e20e7a31e4
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e9f82173ecff4d5c9b8f266928b65f18
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66d07834a0544edb9a690ba9399b8b1a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1fa39edb5d73408da7a030a5db97b0a2
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66d07834a0544edb9a690ba9399b8b1a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e9f82173ecff4d5c9b8f266928b65f18


 

 

  
 

 

 

  
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

JANUARY MEMBERS OF THE MONTH 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1fa39edb5d73408da7a030a5db97b0a2
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/784a09640486414291718c37a566f963


 

 

 

 

Colin Mills  

Sheraton Orlando Lake Buena 

Vista Resort 

Akai Baker 

Daisy Baker Cakes 

  
 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4c0f693f9f9a40d8b259335e4e90a6ae
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4c0f693f9f9a40d8b259335e4e90a6ae
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e07c98744fcc4672bda61eab91f5c5fd
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3636d490934348789b1f96f7bae4dafa
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e07c98744fcc4672bda61eab91f5c5fd


MEET THE VIP 

 

 

Did You Know... Elevated specializes in setting up a maintenance and repair program 
based on each customer's needs for their elevators and escalators. We can also 
maintain or modernize any type or brand of elevators and escalators as well. 

  
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For more information on upcoming events, or to register, just click on the button 
below. 

• Allied Relations Council Breakfast - January 2025 (1/14/2025) 

• CFHLA Executive Committee Meeting (1/14/2025) 

• CFHLA Board of Directors Meeting - January 2025 (1/22/2025) 

• 2025 CFHLA January After Hours Reception (1/22/2025) 

  
 

Click Here to View Upcoming 
CFHLA Meetings & Events  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/936a62387f264d45af5550a70df56f3d
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4d39bb4aa3c94fef84611c2d6478d5bc
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b6515cbf219b489bb2f875ddc16dd635
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c7e300d5180a4013824a86d36dd3ae96
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f87414d803e04b7099b8ac0cd3604a10
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7c8a50aefa3f4d5d9c175697ed85d891
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7c8a50aefa3f4d5d9c175697ed85d891
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/936a62387f264d45af5550a70df56f3d


  
 

JOB OPENINGS 

Check out the latest hospitality employment opportunities in Central Florida. 

VIEW JOB POSTINGS 

  
 

CONNECT WITH CFHLA 

 

     

WWW.CFHLA.ORG 

About CFHLA 

 
6675 Westwood Blvd #210, Orlando, FL 32821 

  

The mission of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association is to represent the 
Central Florida Hospitality Industry, by setting the standard of excellence through 
advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition, and service. 

 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f667de6c9775440eb75378d39dc0800f
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e59a91df9ffb4bb297fb607efdf11372
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ef1e8735dea94bdf8d7bb55e7cc54259
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/ae8873a9ddfc4ed3ba0304011831317f
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/6e128a7bb7bb438e9a4807c3c8001853
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/cf2d179b2f1a496dbf61ca366cb2bc15
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b251180acad5495884868c77d8efbe06

