
 

 

November 27, 2024 

CFHLA Thanks Our Back of the House Sponsors 

 

 

  
 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9a7840eee0884d3cb88b9894fb26005b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f1bf575f8b9547cb9637808ee7bf1b5e


 

 

On behalf of our Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association team and Board of 
Directors, we'd like to wish all of our members, our hospitality and community partners 
and their families a safe and Happy Thanksgiving! 

  

In observance of the Thanksgiving Holiday, our CFHLA offices will be closed beginning 
Wednesday, November 27th and will reopen on Monday, December 2nd. 

  
 

Remembering the Life of Harris Rosen 

This week, the entire hospitality and tourism industry mourns the loss of a hospitality 
giant and incredible philanthropist, Mr. Harris Rosen. Mr. Rosen’s impact on the 
hospitality and tourism industry has been so profound, not just here in Central Florida, 
but throughout the entire world. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9a7840eee0884d3cb88b9894fb26005b


  

Mr. Rosen was truly a visionary who created thousands of jobs, generously gave away 
millions in college scholarships to families in need in Tangelo Park and Parramore, 
created a healthcare clinic to help his employees stay healthy, supported disaster relief 
efforts every year to families across our state, and so much more. 



 

 

Mr. Rosen was named the CFHLA Lodging Member of the Year in 1990, and his 
unwavering support for UCF’s Rosen College of Hospitality Management will continue 
to empower students to seek successful careers for decades to come. We are grateful for 
Mr. Rosen’s extraordinary contributions to our community, and his legacy will always 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/46a1c41f2c7d4e33ab83ddc4067b7572
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c9e76505fa6d4988acfddf15e4a09542


represent the essence of a determined business and community leader, with an amazing 
heart for charity and service to others. 

  

On behalf of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association, we extend our heartfelt 
condolences to the entire Rosen family, his team members at Rosen Hotels & Resorts and 
all of the lives he has impacted throughout his career. Harris Rosen's legacy will continue 
to live on through all of us and his philanthropic spirit will never be forgotten. 

  
 

Buy Your Holiday Cash Raffle Tickets to Win $4,000 

Now's the chance to buy your Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association 

Holiday Cash Raffle tickets for a chance to win our Grand Prize of $4,000 cash! This is 
a great present just in time for the holidays. Tickets are $50 each, and only 250 tickets will 
be sold. 

  

One winner will claim the $4,000 at the upcoming CFHLA Hospitality Gala on December 
14th, and you do not need to be present to win. The net proceeds from this raffle will 
benefit the CFHLA Foundation, a 501c3 organization. Click on the blue Holiday Cash 
Raffle image below to purchase your tickets. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7ee6034200ae49bcb21efbd3c68664be
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/838b9e6bb8434ed7bb25df3286c154f5


 

 

  
 

Partners in Action - Thanks to Wyndham Celebration for Helping with Friendsgiving 

Turkey, stuffing and all the fixings! Thanks to our Partners in Action, Wyndham 
Celebration, for cooking up some delicious support for their Adopt-A-School 
Partner, Michigan Avenue Elementary School in Osceola County. 

  

The Wyndham culinary team prepared turkey, ham, potatoes, and side dishes for the 
teachers and staff at Michigan Elementary as part of the CFHLA Adopt-A-School 
Program. This fresh, generous delivery fed teachers and staff members during their 
Friendsgiving celebration! 
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Partners in Action - Crete Building Services Delivers Turkeys to Boggy Creek 
Elementary  

Twenty turkeys ready for the oven! CFHLA thanks our Partners in Action at Crete Building 
Services. This week, the Crete team delivered twenty turkeys to Boggy Creek 
Elementary School in Osceola County to help feed families in need.  

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/60da3236a44f4d9b9b7af33c46070932
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Boggy Creek is the Adopt A School Partner for Crete Building Services. CFHLA is thankful 
for all of our members and partners who are helping others to capture the Thanksgiving 
spirit this week.  

 

 

  
 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/de9d19c158e643008d8da7c20ba2a0d8
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/de9d19c158e643008d8da7c20ba2a0d8


The Great Christmas Cookie Box Sale is On! 

The Great Christmas Cookie Box Sale is on at Wekiva High School, and what a great 
chance to pick up holiday gifts for anyone who likes cookies! Students in the Magnet 
Academy of Culinary Arts at Wekiva High School are spending the holiday season 
baking delicious cookies.  

  

Chef Christopher Bates says each elaborately decorated cookie box will include ten 
different kinds of cookies, with 20 delicious treats in each box. 

  

The Pre-order deadline for this year's cookies is December 1st. The Great Christmas 
Cookie Boxes will be ready for deliveries and for pickups on Tuesday, December 
10th.  Click on the red cookie flyer below for more information on how to order the 
cookies.  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e74db8ccabb7429e80a015caf8dfb121
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5e01ac91f99847e8abd1ac3e5c89be54
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5e01ac91f99847e8abd1ac3e5c89be54


 

 

  
 

Seminole County Recognizes First Two Recipients of the Jamie Ross TDC Award 

Seminole County is recognizing the first two recipients of the new Jamie Ross TDC 
Award. The county renamed its annual Tourism Development Council Award this year to 
honor the life and contributions of Jamie Ross, who passed away late last year. 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9dc443b9af124a9fadea7d198b86e049
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/85a0b76eb57a4a1195624bba7716f63f


Jamie spent many years as General Manager of the Residence Inn Orlando Lake Mary, 
and was an active, long-time member of the Seminole County Tourism Development 
Council. 

  

Jamie's commitment to her guests and employees was legendary, developing respect, 
loyalty and lasting friendships. She also received many accolades, and praise for her 
strong contributions to Seminole County and CFHLA. 

 

 

CFHLA would like to congratulate Don Dougherty, who is retiring as the General Manager 
of the Westin Lake Mary, Orlando North on being one of the first two recipients of the 
Jamie Ross TDC Award. Dougherty is a long-serving member of the Seminole County TDC 
and the CFHLA Board of Directors.  

  

We also congratulate the second Jamie Ross TDC Award Honoree Bruce Skwarlo, who 
retired earlier this year as the General Manager of the Orlando Marriott Lake Mary. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e82dd2e4788f47e2b5ac48531363b988
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/901cdc50c24b432982370e350bb9532e
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1ca4e6c1bf53495e9e1608528c64659b


Skwarlo was also a long-serving member of the Seminole County TDC and the CFHLA 
Board of Directors. 

  
 

Get Your Bids Ready for the Holiday Online Auction 

As a reminder, this year's CFHLA Holiday Online Auction will kick off on Friday, 
December 6th at 9 am. 

  

Bid on more than 100 auction items, including relaxing stays in Presidential Suites, 
sports tickets, premium golf packages, unforgettable experiences and so much more! The 
Online Auction is a great chance to pick up some holiday gifts, and bids will be accepted 
until Saturday, December 14th at 11 pm at the conclusion of our 2024 Hospitality Gala. 

  

CFHLA thanks our Holiday Online Auction Sponsor, A&E Hospitality Solutions.  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7ee6034200ae49bcb21efbd3c68664be
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/18fb2d39a67744ceaa21fdc4886fd292


 

 

  
 

Orlando City SC Will Play in the Eastern Conference Final and Tickets are Available 
Now 

Orlando City SC fans! Our Lions are getting ready to play in the Eastern Conference Final 
for the first time in Club History, after a win over Atlanta United in the Eastern Conference 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c033e9f970cb4ec2af62652962911c7d
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/64aac17a89a8421ab7d85b146d1013c4
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7ee6034200ae49bcb21efbd3c68664be


Semifinals of the Audi 2024 MLS Cup Playoffs. 
 
Tickets are on sale now, and the Lions will host the New York Red Bulls this Saturday, 
November 30, at 7:30 PM at Inter&Co Stadium. 
 
The match is being presented by Walt Disney World, and Orlando City SC promises an 
electrifying atmosphere that only Inter&Co Stadium can deliver. 

  

Click on the purple image below to buy your Eastern Conference Final  tickets now!  

 

 

  
 

A Chilly Night for Arts After Dark Marketplace 

A chilly night this past week did not stop people from enjoying the Arts After Dark 
Marketplace in Orlando. The event is sponsored each month by Gateway Orlando in 
partnership with United Arts of Central Florida. 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/badf006518184f489be5a4fe5ed33f94
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/97ef2d07ebd343c5b51307d3ecb732ed
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/744f2709d06049d8ba8cc1f88e2c7939
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f521c931c7ac4e3191a0eec54953380e
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1798bdedd0e8464d87b1305af7d89bfd
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d22f942f606147328d3e4f910a66d392
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/86873f7e3b5d405da986b2fdab4e5794


Orlando City Commissioner Tony Ortiz attended this month's event. Arts After Dark 
Marketplace is filled with local arts and craft vendors, live music, food, and drinks in a 
setting to bring together our community. 

  

The event is hosted each month at the Hampton Inn & Suites & Hyatt House Orlando 
Airport. The next Arts After Dark Marketplace is scheduled for December 18th at 6 pm.  
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 

NOVEMBER MEMBERS OF THE MONTH 

 

 

Marie Cassamajor 
Crowne Plaza Orlando Lake 

Buena Vista 

  

 

 

Brittany Shelton 

Tecta America Southeast, LLC 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9ba243b2d9524e2a8532854b46c718f2
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

For more information on upcoming events, or to register, just click on the button below. 

• CFHLA Airport Area Hoteliers Reception - December 3rd (12/3/2024) 

• 2024 Hospitality Gala - Wine/Liquor Donation (12/4/2024) 

• CFHLA Foundation Board Meeting (12/4/2024) 

• Engineers Council Board Meeting (12/5/2024) 

• Allied Relations Council Board Meeting (12/10/2024) 

• CFHLA Executive Committee Meeting (12/10/2024) 

• Wednesday AM Leads Group Meeting (12/11/2024) 

• Wednesday Noon Leads Group (12/11/2024) 

Click Here to View Upcoming 
CFHLA Meetings & Events  

  
 

JOB OPENINGS 

Check out the latest hospitality employment opportunities in Central Florida. 

VIEW JOB POSTINGS 

  
 

CONNECT WITH CFHLA 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b795dd0697b545f0be17c14863472349
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WWW.CFHLA.ORG 

About CFHLA 

 
6675 Westwood Blvd #210, Orlando, FL 32821 

  

The mission of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association is to represent the 
Central Florida Hospitality Industry, by setting the standard of excellence through 
advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition, and service. 
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